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Covid-19 Policy 

This policy outlines the measures and steps which Holmes Chapel Community Preschool has taken 

to enable us to provide childcare during the coronavirus pandemic. This policy has been written in 

line with current government advice and aims to reduce the risk of potential spreading of the Covid-

19 virus within the preschool to children, parents and staff. This policy does not replace any current 

policies, however it explains the additional measures that we are undertaking with regards to safety 

and hygiene during this time.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-

closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures 

Children 

During the coronavirus pandemic, current guidelines are in place to ensure social distancing from 

each other, unless you are from within the same household. Children cannot be expected to socially 

distance during their time at preschool; however steps will be taken to reduce the risk of potential 

spreading of the Covid-19 virus. The steps that will be taken are as follows:   

• Children will be ‘grouped’ at key times during the day, such as meal times and key worker 

times.  

• No parents or external parties to be allowed into the setting. 

• Children are not to bring toys from home into the preschool. Where this is absolutely 

necessary i.e. a comforter this will be cleaned and then placed into the child’s bag once this is 

no longer required. 

• Where possible most play will take place in the outdoors.  

Parents 

Parents will not be permitted into Holmes Chapel Community Preschool from 1st September 2020.  

Parents/ carers will be asked to follow the one way system around the preschool building standing on 

2m markings laid out on the floor. Parents/ carers will be responsible for their children during this 

time and are asked to not allow children to access the play equipment or ramps whilst queuing.  

Parents/carers are to place children’s lunchboxes onto the lunch box trolley and place their water 

beaker on the tray for access throughout the session. Children will access the preschool via the ramp 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures


and parents/ carers are to leave the preschool via the path adjacent promptly to enable other parents/ 

carers to drop their children off.  

There may be times where parents will be required to queue when dropping off or collecting their 

children and, to ensure that you adhere to the 2 metre social distance guidance whilst doing this, we 

will mark up the green fence outside Preschool with hazard tape.  Please stay within your area and do 

not encroach on other people’s 2 metre area.  

We urge parents to consider using the time between 9 - 9:30am to drop their children off. You may 

be given an allocated time to drop off and collect your children from preschool, however, if this is 

the case, you will be notified of any allocated times prior to their session.  

We ask that one parent/carer form the child’s household drop off and collect at any one time, where 

possible, to ensure additional risk is not placed on staff, children and other parents/carers.  

Staff  

Where possible the staff will remain the same for the full session to reduce the risk of infection and 

we will try to avoid staff starting their shift part way through the day, unless this is necessary due to 

unforeseen circumstances.  

Staff will, where possible, maintain a safe distance of 2 metres from each other.   

All staff will have undertaken an infection control course to ensure they are able to follow 

procedures effectively.  

Visitors (including deliveries) 

Only visitors that are absolutely necessary, for example to support a child’s learning and 

development needs, will be permitted into the preschool. This will be by appointment only.  Any 

deliveries will be requested to be dropped off behind the gate and staff will bring this safely inside 

the preschool, disinfecting where necessary.  

Admission visits for new starters will take place outside of hours.  

Sessions including opening hours 

Holmes Chapel Community Preschool will be open during the hours of 9am-3pm term time only 

during the current coronavirus pandemic. Dependent on staffing and demand for places at Holmes 

Chapel Community Preschool not all sessions may be available. We ask parents to understand that 

sessions will be allocated as to how we feel best fits the setting during this time; key worker children 

and vulnerable children will be prioritised.  

Places/ Fees including funded hours  

All children currently registered at Holmes Chapel Community Preschool continue to have a secure 

place. 



Government guidance requires us to reduce the risk as much as possible for the children, staff and 

families attending Holmes Chapel Community Pre-School. We understand some parents/ carers may 

choose to send their children to more than one Early Years setting for a number of reasons. Children 

will be able to resume attending more than one setting from September 2020, however we will ask 

parents/ carers to disclose the frequency of attendance and also the name of any other setting they 

attend. 

In the case of Holmes Chapel Community Pre-school closing due to impacts of coronavirus fees will 

not be charged. Parents/ carers will have any accrued fees credited on their next invoice.   

EYFS 

Staff will continue to meet the statutory requirements set out in The Early Years Foundation Stage 

(2017).  

Ofsted will not be conducting any regular inspection visits for the duration of this year, 2020, 

however they will attend settings in response to complaints or safeguarding concerns. Regular 

inspections will resume January 2021.  

Key Persons 

Should a member of staff need to speak to a parent/ carer about their child we will contact them, by 

telephone, during or after the session, so as to keep contact time at drop off/pick up to a minimum.  If 

there are things that you need to discuss with a staff member, please call us before or after session 

where possible on 01477 537375 or email holmeschapelcps@gmail.com. 

Meal times and access to fresh drinking water  

As part of the children’s regular routine, they are required to wash their hands before snack and 

lunch time.  

Lunch times may be staggered and tables will be placed a safe distance away from each other to 

maintain the groups to which the children have been allocated.  

Staff will be required to wear disposable gloves and aprons at meal times and, where possible, will 

maintain a safe distance away from the children.  

We ask the parents to use an easy to clean lunch box (such as dishwasher safe, hard plastic ones), 

and to provide containers and/ or food products which your children can open themselves to enable 

the staff to have less contact between the children.  

We will no longer be offering a rolling snack, however, children will be offered a prepared snack, 

already plated for them, which they will all eat at the same time, within their group. The children will 

continue to be offered fresh milk and/ or water with their snack which will be handed to them by the 

staff member. Staff will continue to wear aprons to prepare and serve snack, however they will now 

wear additional PPE in the form of gloves. We ask parents to provide their children with a named 

lidded cup/ sports bottle that they can use throughout the session.  This can be topped up and 

refreshed as required throughout the day.  Refreshments of these cups will be with water only.  

mailto:holmeschapelcps@gmail.com


Illness/ Accidents/ Injuries 

We ask parents to be honest and open about any illness you or your child has had prior to attending 

Holmes Chapel Community Preschool. Should any member of your household be self-isolating or 

showing any signs or symptoms linked to coronavirus, you should stay away from the setting.  

We understand children can suffer from a range of common childhood illnesses, therefore we would 

ask parents/ carers to contact us to discuss any symptoms of illness they are displaying. Should a 

child display a temperature of 37.8degrees or above and/or a persistent or new cough, we will request 

they are tested following current government advice to rule out Covid-19. Please see testing section 

of this policy for more details.  

Where a child displays signs and/or symptoms of coronavirus during the session they will be 

removed from their group and placed with a member of staff in a separate area of the preschool, 

away from the other children. The staff member will be required to wear full personal protective 

equipment (PPE) including gloves, an apron and a face mask. Parents will be telephoned to collect 

their child from the setting as soon as possible and a Covid-19 test will be required urgently.  We ask 

parents to follow further government guidance and will be asked to stay away and self-isolate in line 

with government advice. The area in which the child has been contained will be fully cleaned once 

they have been collected from the setting. 

Children who may have an accident during their session will continue to be cared for. Accidents and 

incidents will continue to be recorded as per normal procedure. 

Testing 

If any child or adult within the preschool develops symptoms linked with that of Covid-19, they will 

be requested to get tested urgently.  

We will ask parents/ carers to keep us informed on the status of the test results to enable us to 

effectively manage the preschool. 

If a child or staff member tests positive, they along with members of their household must self-

isolate following current government guidelines. The setting will contact those who have been in 

contact with the infected child or staff member and they will be required to self-isolate following 

current government guidelines.  

If a child or staff member tests negative, we ask for them to contact the manager as soon as possible 

to discuss a return date to preschool.  

If a parent/ carer or staff member refuses to get tested they will be refused entry into Holmes Chapel 

Community Preschool and the person displaying symptoms will be asked to self-isolate, along with 

all members of the same household in line with current government guidelines.  

Test and Trace 

Holmes Chapel Community Pre-school will maintain the relevant data to assist with Test and Trace.  



Cleaning and hygiene 

We already have high standards of cleanliness at Holmes Chapel Community Preschool, along with a 

regular cleaning routine, however this will be increased in the current circumstances.  

High contact areas such as tables, door handles, light switches etc. will be cleaned regularly by the 

nominated person. The toilet areas will be cleaned at additional times throughout the day and the 

kitchen area will be cleaned after each use.  

Access to toys and resources will be reduced and soft furnishings and hard to clean items, such as 

dark dens, will be removed. Toys which are seen as hard to clean (with intricate parts) will not be 

available to the children for the foreseeable future. Toys will be cleaned before being set out for the 

children and cleaned before being put away including any boxes they are stored in, where possible 

toys will be cleaned throughout the session. Some regular activities which the children usually take 

part in, or have access to, may no longer be available or only available in part, such as sensory play.  

Where possible, please do not send toys or comforters from home into Preschool.  Where children 

will not settle without a comforter, these will be permitted, however, they will be placed into the 

child’s personal bag once no longer needed. 

Regular hand washing will take place for both staff and children; when the children enter the setting 

and before they leave, before they move from indoor to outdoor and from outdoor to indoor, also 

where possible in-between activities. Children will continue to be supported throughout this process 

and also encouraged to wash their hands for 20 seconds, as outlined by the government.  

Each member of staff will have a named pair of washing up gloves for the washing of kitchen items 

and the cleaning of toys.  

Tissues will continue to be available within the setting, the children will continue to be encouraged 

to wipe their own noses but where a practitioner supports a child they should wash their hands once 

they have disposed of the tissue.  Where this is not possible hand sanitizer must be used. Children 

and staff are required to wash their hands should they wipe their nose, cough or sneeze into their 

hands. Bins will be emptied regularly and all rubbish removed from the setting at the end of each 

day.  

Changes  

As you are aware, the Covid-19 pandemic is a fast evolving situation and guidelines change on a 

regular basis.  Therefore, we may adapt this policy at any time to adhere to a change in 

guidelines/circumstances. 

 


